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professors and publicists in the name of science is
but a special poison gas I

A people constantly belittled by the
foreigner, as well as by their own leaders,
gets no chance of cultivating the necessary
qualities of self-respect and self-confidence.
People wanting in these qualities are on the
surest road to decay and annihilation.
Hence the necessity, the absolute necessity,
of counteracting the evil effects of such
sweeping denunciations of all our institu-
tions, Our critics call us essentially back-
ward ; in season and out of season, they
harp on the diversity of race, religion and
language in India, and insist that we are
unfit for progress on democratic lines or
that the progress that we can make must
necessarily be slow, very slow, so slow indeed
that they cannot see the possibility of
responsible government in India in any
distance of time which they can foresee.
Yet it is these mentors of ours who have so
far refused even elementary instruction in
the three R's to our masses, and have per-
sistently declined to make adequate pro-
vision for vocational education for our
children. It is they who are interested in
keeping us caste-ridden and tied down to
the superstitions of despotic rule. It is our